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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Does anyone currently use stock containment pens or sacrifice paddocks?



WHY CONTAINMENT FEED?

e Conserve ground cover
e Maintain ewe condition
 Reduced time, labour, diesel

» Can use pens for other purposes




SITE SELECTION AND PEN SETUP

* Slope —2 to 4%

* Soil type

* Location to other facilities
e Shade/shelter

* Adequate space
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slope 2-4% is recommended in containment pens, preferably from top to bottom so water doesn’t run from one pen to another. Any higher than 4% can increase erosion risk and increase energy requirements. Water troughs need to be at bottom of the slope.
Soil type – don’t want to cause erosion with sheep digging holes in the dirt. Don’t want to turn the pens into a mud pit either if it gets wet. (Any solutions to decrease mud in pens? Does adding gravel or lime work?)
Location – don’t want it right beside the house (dust). Don’t want it so far away that daily pen checks are too tedious/lengthy. Want it close to silos, hay storage etc. Can you easily tap into a water system?
Shade – 0.4m2 of shade is recommended per ewe (or 2m2 for cattle). There are proven effects of heat over joining and during pregnancy on foetus size. Shade needs to run North to south across the pen so as the sun moves through the day the shade moves (and there are no patches in the pen that don’t dry out). 



PEN SIZE: MOB SIZE / STOCK DENSITY
= AREA REQUIRED

ldeal mob size
250-300 (sheep)
50-200 (cattle)

5—-10m?/ ewe

9 — 25m? / cattle



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are many different recommendations for pen size – but in general 5 to 10m2 works well.

Larger pens aren’t always better as there is less faecal matter and urine to hold the surface of the pen together. 

Larger mobs may also mean more shy feeders and you can often get a larger tail in the mob. Condition score targets might be harder to meet if you get a large variation in the mob. 

Weaner cattle – 9-10m2, dry cows 15-25m2
Weaner cattle 50-100
Cows, yearling cattle 100-200


COMMUNAL TROUGH

* Low cost

* Can be labour intensive

* Easy way to feed — can use basic
feed cart

* Need plenty of space per animal

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVhriwemUmY&t=2s
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
- Can be a low cost set up as one lot of feeding infrastructure for multiple pens. 
- Labour intensive as moving stock – either to a central raceway or some people feed in a spare pen and move stock across each day. 
- Is relatively easy way to feed evenly, and can use basic feed out carts etc. 
- Does involve slug feeding of grain so you will need plenty of feed space per animal. 30 to 40cm per ewe (single sided) or 55-60cm per cattle


FEED TROUGH IN
FENCELINE

* Quick to feed

* Need large area per ewe

“& « Can build trough to suit
feed ration
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
- Can be set up so is very quick to feed without opening gates. 
- Depending on if slug feeding the grain portion of the ration or feeding a Total mixed ration (TMR) will need quite a large area per ewe (especially if slug feeding). 
Many different troughs can be built (options shown in the manual page 11) and capacity will vary also dependent on feeding ration and maximum quantity required. 
Need 30-40cm per ewe if single sided (depending on ewe size/wool amount)
If using a TMR – 14cm per ewe (single sided)



FEED TROUGH IN PEN

e Double-sided access

* Reduces cost of troughing

e More labour intensive



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
- Same feed space required but if the trough is in the pen it means they have double sided trough access – resulting in half the length being required. 
- Can be located just over the fence, so sheep can still access double sided, if you have appropriate feed out equipment. 
- Reduces cost required to be spent on troughing, however is more labour intensive driving in and out of pens. 



SELF FEEDERS
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e Multi-use

* Adequate no. per mob

* Monitor carefully
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Self feeders can be a good option if already on the property as they are then multi-use
Stock ideally need to be trained onto feeders
You can get varied consumption through self feeders and can find you have a large spread of condition scores. 
Important to allow adequate self feeders per mob
Need to be monitored carefully as over-consumption can occur easily. 
‘Lick’ style feeders work best 
Don’t need to be driving into the pen every day. Works even better if you’re able to put them closer to the fence so auger on grain cart can reach from other side.


3800HD - $3500 assembled (slightly cheaper if bulk buy)
1.5 tonne Paton - $2500
Ahrens – no price on site so $$$
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When we look at water troughs in intensive feeding set ups for sheep – water flow is more critical now. Where we used to talk about 30cm + 1.5cm per sheep of trough space being required. Once sheep have a drink we just want the water to replenish quickly. Clean water is critical to allow stock to keep eating and drinking.

- Homemade stormwater pipe trough is quite popular – and cheap to construct – you can purchase floats to go inside from most resellers. 
- You can get automatically flushing water troughs which drop the water and flush themselves out once a day (Sheperd auto troughs). 
- A Low volume sweep out trough works well in containment. Need to have high water flow to keep up with ewes drinking. 
- Croc trough set up can reduce the need to clean the trough as frequently CROC Trough Pumping Systems (croctroughpumps.com.au)



WATER REQUIREMENTS

Stock Type Consumption per
head per day (L)

Sheep — Weaners 2-4

Adult dry sheep

Pasture 2-6

Saltbush 4-12

Ewes with Lambs 4-10

Young cattle 25-50

Dry cattle (400kg) 35-80

Lactating cows 40-100



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When setting up containment it’s worth working out average daily water requirements and working out at least a 3-day water supply for the whole mob. Header tanks are advised so you always have a back up supply if something goes wrong with pumps / power etc. I would work out average daily water consumption and multiply by the maximum number of head that will be contained and multiply that by 3 (Gives you 3 days backup). 

Water requirement will be substantially higher when the temperature increases. 



HEALTH ISSUES

- Acidosis ¥
- Prolapse

- Pinkeye Yx
- Pulpy kidney

Stage 1 Stage 2

- Campylobacter

- Metabolic disease

Photos from MSU Extension

- Pregnancy toxaemia
- Hypocalcaemia

- Hypomagnesemia


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Having animals in containment can bring on health issues (as seen here). Pinkeye can be a problem in dusty pens and can be spread via dust, pollens and flies. Prevention – preventing moving ewes in very dry, dusty, hot conditions or holding in very dusty pens. Avoid over-crowding to avoid spread. 
Acidosis is caused when ewes eat too much grain rapidly or when it’s not correctly introduced to the diet. (I’m sure everyone has probably experienced this once or twice before). 


FAECAL MONITORING

Commonly seen when a Stacked ‘pat’, solid, intact Grey, runny manure and

poor-guality diet low in and ‘weethix’ consistency. evidence of gas bubbles or

protein and carbohydrates, Ideal target consistency undigested starch (white

high in low quality fibre. when on a grain and patches) indicates rumen
roughage diet. acidosis.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Monitoring ewe’s faeces in containment can help stay on top of things before something major occurs. It can be a quick check in the pen when cleaning troughs to get an idea of their health and how their ration is going. 
On the left – ‘rabbit poo’s -  diet low in protein and carbohydrates and high in low quality fibre. 
The middle – what you’re aiming for – solid, intact pat. This is ideal when on a grain and roughage diet. 
The right – grey, runny manure and evidence of gas bubbles or undigested grains – can be an indicator of acidosis. 
Throw to Jane on what she has seen or what to look for?


CONDITION SCORING

Ewe condition score at joining and Ewe condition score at joining and
number of lambs born pregnancy status
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Both graphs ripped straight from Lifetime wool. 

Everyone should have seen the importance of condition scoring and how it can positively influence the number of lambs born (left). You can also see on the right that higher condition scores corelate in more ewes having twin lambs. 
The reason why I’m showing these two graphs is that lots of people will have their ewes in containment pre-joining. If you aren’t regularly checking their condition while in containment they can slip very quickly and you want to pick up on it straight away. This can help you pick up on if you’re rations are correct. 

If you don’t know how to CS – maybe book in a session with Jane


RELEASING FROM CONTAINMENT

* Rumen adjustment
* Release late in the day
* Transition over 10-14 days

* Be mindful of wool quality
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The main factors to cover are listed below:
Rumen adjustment – transitioning back to fibre (paddock feed) digesting microbes. 
Pulpy kidney
Letting out late in the day so the stock aren’t hungry. 
Ideally transition back over 10 – 14 days to paddock feed by either letting stock in and out of pens or continuing to feed some of the containment ration in the paddock. 
The impact of nutritional changes on wool quality – a change in nutrition can increase (increased nutrition) or decrease (decreased nutrition) fibre diameter which can create a ‘break’ in wool and effect staple strength. 
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