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THANKS TO THESE GROUPS
This project has been delivered by Southern Farming 
Systems and Far East Victoria Landcare with support 
from the Gippsland Primary Health Network.

Gippsland Primary Health Network is supported 
by the Australian Government to deliver the One 
Good Community Wellbeing Grants program to 
help address the long-term impacts of drought and 
bushfires in the region by promoting healing and 
recovery, and building resilience.
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Records from East Gippsland

Records show that the giant burrowing frog occurs from 

Newcastle in NSW to Wahalla in Victoria. However, with 

no known records between Jervis Bay and Eden in NSW 

it is proposed that there are in fact two different species, 

with genetic differences between the northern and 

southern populations. Further research is underway to 

determine this theory.

Very little is known about the giant burrowing frog. This 

is because they spend most of their time underground, 

rarely emerging to call and breed at water bodies. 

All Victoria records have been from within eucalypt 

forests below 1000m elevation. There have been no 

records from farm land around dams or other 

water bodies. 

In 2015, surveys in the Mitchell 

River catchment recorded 9 

males. In 2018, audio of males 

calling was recorded in 

forests between Orbost and 

Cann River. More surveys 

and reported sightings, 

including those from citizen 

scientists, are required to gather 

population data about this frog. 

About

The giant burrowing frog is an elusive, large frog that 

grows up to 10cm. Its dark brown to grey body, with 

spotted yellow sides, makes them well camouflaged. 

However, when turned over they have a distinctive white 

or bluish-white belly with a grey to pale pink throat. 

These frogs aren’t climbers like tree frogs, so they don’t 

have discs on their toes. These frogs have unwebbed 

fingers and slightly webbed toes on their hind feet. This 

helps them walk over moss and leaf litter, as well as 

being used for burrowing. Males have large black spines 

on their fingers. 

Living under threat

Threats to the giant burrowing frog 

are numerous including feral cat 

and foxes, land clearing, fuel 

reduction burning, grazing, 

timber harvesting and 

chytrid fungus; however all 

require further investigation. 

The giant burrowing frog is 

listed as Vulnerable in Victoria.

Heleioporus australiacus

Giant Burrowing Frog

HAVE YOU SEEN ME?  

Become a bushfire recovery 
citizen scientist. Keep an eye out 
for this critter and tell someone 
about your sighting. Make sure 

you include date, location and a 

photo if you have one. 

RECORD ANY SIGHTINGS

Citizen Science Apps

FrogID, VBAgo or iNaturalist

Email
report.gippslandwildlife@delwp.vic.gov.au 
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