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Living under threat

The diamond python is listed as Endangered in Victoria. 

In Victoria, they are only found in far East Gippsland, 

with most sightings from within an area bounded by the 

Cann River, the Princes Highway and the coast. They are 

also found along the coast in NSW as far north as Coffs 

Harbour.

The diamond python is susceptible to predation from 

dogs and foxes. Their dark colour and slow-moving 

nature also make it difficult for drivers to see and can be 

killed on our roads.

Conservation in East Gippsland

Very little is known about this species 

in Victoria due to its limited 

population, camouflage ability 

and often inaccessible terrain 

where it is known to live. 

The conservation priorities 

are to research the biology 

and ecology of the species, 

conduct survey in far East 

Gippsland, and conserve 

known habitat.

About

These patterned, slow-moving, non-venomous snakes 

grow up to an average of 2m long but have been 

recorded up to 4m. They can live up to 20 years. One of 

only two pythons occurring in Victoria (the other is the 

closely related carpet python Morelia spilota variegata), 

it has the most southerly distribution of all Australian 

pythons.

They are secretive and well camouflaged, making it 

hard to spot them in the wild. They are a glossy olive-

black with creamy-yellow spots forming diamond 

patterns on their back. Their belly is a pale cream with 

dark grey patterns. 

Diamond pythons are known to be ambush 

predators. They will lie in wait for prey, 

usually small mammals, to come 

across their path before striking. 

They may wait for weeks 

before moving to a new area. 

Their habitat range can be 

up to 108 hectares for males 

and 52 hectares for females.

Morelia spilota spilota

Diamond python

HAVE YOU SEEN ME?  

Become a bushfire recovery 
citizen scientist. Keep an eye out 
for this critter and tell someone 
about your sighting. Make sure 

you include date, location and a 

photo if you have one. 

RECORD ANY SIGHTINGS

Citizen Science Apps

VBAgo or iNaturalist

Email
report.gippslandwildlife@delwp.vic.gov.au 
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