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THANKS TO THESE GROUPS
This project has been delivered by Southern Farming 
Systems and Far East Victoria Landcare with support 
from the Gippsland Primary Health Network.

Gippsland Primary Health Network is supported 
by the Australian Government to deliver the One 
Good Community Wellbeing Grants program to 
help address the long-term impacts of drought and 
bushfires in the region by promoting healing and 
recovery, and building resilience.
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Wool in your woolly jumpers

Do you have a woolly jumper that you love to wear 

in winter? You might be surprised tha most ‘woolly’ 

jumpers don’t have any wool in them at all. They are 

made from synthetic materials or blends of synthetic 

and natural materials. 

Go to your wardrobe and pull out your ‘woolliest’ 

looking jumper. If it has a tag on the inside, it will say 

what materials make up the jumper. The more wool 

content, the more we are supporting Australian farmers.

How many clothes do you have that contain wool?

It’s all about the fleece

Winter can be cold and a great way to keep warm is to 

wear a woolly jumper. But do you ever take the time to 

think about where that woolly jumper comes from? 

Wool comes from varieties of sheep that are bred for 

their fleece, such as the Merino. The fine nature of their 

fleece makes it a great insulator against the cold. After 

the fleece from the sheep has been shorn, it then gets 

cleaned and spun into wool that can be made into 

blankets, clothing or blended with other materials to 

make a huge variety of items. 

It’s all about the meat

There are also breeds of sheep that are used solely for 

their meat. These sheep still have nice woolly coats, but 

their fleece doesn’t have the quality needed for wool 

production. Some breeds, like the Dorper sheep, don’t 

even need to be shorn as their wool drops off during the 

warmer months. In fact, the Dorper breed is one of the 

largest meat sheep breeds in Australia due to their low 

maintenance and high meat yield.

The next time you see sheep in a paddock think about 

what they are being bred for… wool or meat. 
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