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One of nature’s pest controllers

The Ladybird Beetle, or Lady Beetle, are one of the most 

recognisable insects seen in gardens, orchards and 

crops. Their bright colour and spotty appearance are a 

tell-tale give-away as to who they are. But did you know 

that they are one of the best bugs we can have looking 

after our food? 

Both the lady beetle adults and their larvae are 

beneficial predators that eat the bugs that damage 

our food producing plants. They are one of nature’s 

pest controllers. Ladybird beetles feed on pests such 

as aphids, leafhoppers, thrips, mites, moth eggs and 

small insect larvae. Even though they are small, they can 

eat 75 aphids every day and their larvae also feed on 

aphids.

It is important that we look 

after and encourage these 

pest controllers. There are 

many species of beneficial 

bugs taking care of the pests, 

please let them do their job.

Good vs Bad

Insect pests can cause lots of problems in our crops 

and home gardens, especially to vegetable gardens 

and fruit trees (orchards). To naturally control pests 

effectively, we need to identify the pests (bad bugs) and 

their predators (good bugs) so that we can help the 

good bugs do their job.

Head out into your backyard and take a close look 

at the plants - especially any fruit trees or vegetables. 

Do you see any ladybird beetles? If you do, that might 

mean there are bad bugs in the garden, have at look at 

what they are eating.

Count the spots

Ladybird beetles come in a variety of colours and 

patterns. The next time you find a lady beetle, look 

closely at the colour and patterns on the shell. Is the shell 

red, orange, yellow or even pink? Are there lots of dots, 

or just a few? Are the patterns made of lines instead of 

dots?

Investigate the variety of ladybird beetles by heading to 

the CSIRO’s Ladybirds of Australia website and browse 

the Gallery: www.ento.csiro.au/biology/ladybirds/

ladybirds.htm
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