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Create a beetle

Dung beetles are interesting creatures. They have a 

hard body, sometimes have a horn (or 3), their feet are 

spade-like and they live in poo! All of these things are 

called ‘adaptations’ and help the dung beetle to survive. 

Using the illustrations and photos to help you, try and 

create a model of a dung beetle out of items in your 

backyard. Maybe use sticks for legs and horns, mud 

balls for the body, leaves for the back legs... what ever 

you have available. 

Next, try and create your own beetle. Think of 

‘adaptations’ that might help a bug to survive in your 

backyard. Does it have wings? Is it real strong and able 

to carry large loads on its back? Does it have awesome 

eyesight to see predators from multiple directions? It’s 

up to your imagination!

Dung beetles

What do they do?

Would you like a cow pad for dinner? How about rolling 

around in horse poo? It doesn’t sound very nice, but 

there are over 500 species of native dung battles in 

Australia who think otherwise. Dung beetles love getting 

down and dirty in dung, feasting on it, and laying their 

eggs inside it too. 

There are also about 23 introduced species of dung 

beetles that work hard on farms. These helpers dig 

tunnels under dung patches, bury dung and lay eggs 

in dung balls for their larvae to feed on. They have 

the ability to bury large amounts of dung every day, 

which has many benefits for both farmers and the 

environment.

Dung beetles help improve the flow of water, nutrients 

and carbon into the root zones of pastures. Also, by 

removing the dung they reduce the ability for flies to 

breed in the dung. They’re a handy helper on the farm 

and in the bush.

Have you got dung beetles?

The MyDungBeetle Reporter App lets you quickly and 

easily report your dung beetle observations to experts 

across Australia.
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