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THANKS TO THESE GROUPS
This project has been delivered by Southern Farming 
Systems and Far East Victoria Landcare with support 
from the Gippsland Primary Health Network.

Gippsland Primary Health Network is supported 
by the Australian Government to deliver the One 
Good Community Wellbeing Grants program to 
help address the long-term impacts of drought and 
bushfires in the region by promoting healing and 
recovery, and building resilience.
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Koalas of East Gippsland 

Most of the koala population in Victoria is concentrated 

in the south-west region with isolated populations in 

East Gippsland, such as in Mallacoota and on Raymond 

Island. Since the 2019-20 bushfires, it is unsure how many 

koalas now remain across the region. 

In December 2020, 14 koalas that were badly burned in 

the bushfires were nursed back to health and released 

back into the bush in eastern Victoria. Six of these koalas 

were released in East Gippsland, close to where they 

were found, while the other eight were released into 

regenerated bushland around Mallacoota.

About

Koalas are one of the most iconic Australian wildlife 

species. Their fluffy grey and white ears, large nose and 

their roundish body-shape make them look just like a 

cuddly teddy bear. However, don’t be fooled by their 

cute appearance, their claws are strong and sharp, 

enabling them to climb trees and hold on tight for long 

periods of time. Their bottoms are also tough to help 

them to wedge themselves into the forks of trees. Also, 

the males territorial calls may have helped developed 

stories about Yowies and other creatures in the forest.

A koala’s diet consists mainly of eucalypt leaves but 

can included other similar species such as Corymbia, 

and Melaleuca. Although toxic to many animals, koalas 

have the ability to filter out water and a small amount 

of nutrients from the leaves while discarding the oils and 

fibrous material in their urine and poo. The little nutrients 

that they get from the leaves means they sleep for large 

portions of the day. If they’re not sleeping, they’re eating.

Koalas are marsupials, which means they have a pouch 

for their young (or joey). This pouch faces backwards 

so that debris from the tree doesn’t enter the pouch. 

Joeys will stay in the pouch for about 6 months before 

venturing out and clinging to the mother’s back for 

another 6–12 months. 
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HAVE YOU SEEN ME?  

Become a bushfire recovery 
citizen scientist. Keep an eye out 
for this critter and tell someone 
about your sighting. Make sure 

you include date, location and a 

photo if you have one. 

RECORD ANY SIGHTINGS

Citizen Science Apps

VBAgo or iNaturalist

Email
report.gippslandwildlife@delwp.vic.gov.au 
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