
Glossy Black  cockatoo



HAVE YOU SEEN ME?  

Become a bushfire recovery 
citizen scientist. Keep an eye out 
for this critter and tell someone 
about your sighting. Make sure 

you include date, location and a 

photo if you have one. 

RECORD ANY SIGHTINGS

Citizen Science Apps

VBAgo, iNaturalist or Birdata

Email
report.gippslandwildlife@delwp.vic.gov.au 

THANKS TO THESE GROUPS
This project has been delivered by Southern Farming 
Systems and Far East Victoria Landcare with support 
from the Gippsland Primary Health Network.

Gippsland Primary Health Network is supported 
by the Australian Government to deliver the One 
Good Community Wellbeing Grants program to 
help address the long-term impacts of drought and 
bushfires in the region by promoting healing and 
recovery, and building resilience.

Far East Victoria

Inc.
Landcare

Conservation in East Gippsland

The glossy black-cockatoo is the smallest of Australia’s 

five black cockatoos and is highly dependent on the 

distribution of black she-aok trees for food and tree 

hollows for breeding.

Considered Vulnerable in Victoria, the main threats 

to glossy black-cockatoos are reductions in food 

availability and nesting sites. The 2020–2021 fire season 

has shown how vulnerable these birds and their habitat 

are, with around 70% of its Victorian habitat burnt.

The Sanctuaries on Private Land for the Vulnerable Glossy 

Black-cockatoo project will provide private landowners 

within the glossy black-cockatoo’s known range in 

Victoria (the NSW border to Colquhuon Forest near Lake 

Tyers) with an opportunity to set aside areas as either 

breeding sites (hollow bearing trees) or for feeding (such 

as shelterbelts, windbreaks). ‘Stands’ of black she-oak 

can be planted – preferably adjoining forested areas 

within its known distribution.

This project is being delivered by Far East Victoria 

Landcare and supported by the East Gippsland 

Catchment Management Authority with funding 

from the Victorian Government’s Biodiversity Bushfire 

Recovery Grants.  www.fevl.org.au/sanctuaries-on-

private-land-for-the-vulnerable-glossy-black-cockatoo/

About

Glossy black-cockatoos are quiet, unobtrusive birds that 

move in small family groups and are distinguished by 

the combination of red tail panels, barred in juveniles, 

and a brown head. Females also have irregular yellow 

blotches on their head. 

There are two other species of black-cockatoo in 

Victoria, the yellow-tailed and red-tailed black-

cockatoos. The red-tailed black-cockatoo lacks the 

brown head feathers and are only found in south-west 

Victoria. If you see a yellow tail, a single yellow cheek 

patch, or a spotty head then it’s not a ‘glossy black’.

Glossy black-cockatoos depend almost solely on 

Casuarina littoralis (black she-oak) cones for food and 

many of these were lost to fire.

Calyptorhynchus lathami
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