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Homes for bees

European honey bees live in a large hive, where the bees 

bring back the collected pollen and it gets turned into 

honey. But what about native bees? 

Many native bees live solitary lives, only getting together 

occasionally. Lots of them live in small holes in trees 

and some even bury underground. We can help look 

after our native bees by building homes for them out of 

materials from around the house. 

Find a wooden square container about 10cm deep. 

Place it on its side and layer up into the container some 

nesting materials. These materials can include bamboo 

garden stakes, ‘pithy-stemmed’ softwood stems (e.g. 

hydrangea), bark coils and pieces of untreated timber 

with holes drilled into them. You might need a parent 

to drill holes into the wood stems to make them hollow 

for part of their length. Keep packing the box with the 

materials until full. Place wire mesh over the front of the 

box and staple it in place. Install your nest in a sunny 

position to attract 

the best insects. 

Hang your hotel 

at least 0.5m off 

the ground.

Pollinating flowers 

All of our food relies on plants in one way or another; 

either we eat the plant, or the plants are food for other 

animals that we consume. Plants have evolved to 

produce flowers that once pollinated, allow them to 

grow fruit and seeds so they can reproduce.  

Bees are one of nature’s most important pollinators. 

As they move from flower to flower finding nectar, they 

pick up pollen and transport it around. This pollen is the 

key to plant reproduction. In fact, nearly two-thirds of 

Australia’s agricultural production benefits from honey 

bee pollination. People who farm honey with honey 

bees are called ‘apiarists’.

Lots of bees

The European honey bee is the most common bee we 

come across, especially in and around gardens and 

agricultural regions. But there are also around 1,700 

species of native bees and they pollinate Australian 

wildflowers as well as our crops. It is important 

to maintain natural bushland around crops and 

horticulture to allow both native bees and honey bees a 

chance to survive and support our agricultural industry.
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