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Breeder management
• Nutrition
• Body Condition Score



Breeder management
• Condition score targets for joining
• Condition score target for lambing or calving
• Condition score trigger point for weaning

Optimise best chance of hitting condition score targets at joining by heeding 
the condition score trigger point for weaning 



Condition Scoring- sheep

Image credit: Lifetime Wool



Condition Scoring- Cattle

Image credit: Agriculture Victoria



Weaning 
Mother’s Body Condition declines

Milk quality 
declines (less 
fat, protein, 
energy etc

Milk dries 
up 
entirely

Milk 
quantity 
declines 

(Lamb or calf starts 
attempting to graze, 
often before their 
gut is ready), loses 
weight etc

In these situations, staying as a unit is 
little benefit to the offspring and mother



Weaning- efficiency with 
resources

Cattle
• Pre-ruminant calf is 90% efficient with the 

energy supplied in their mother’s milk
• Ruminant calves (2 months old or more, as 

the rumen develops) is closer to 65% efficient 
with the energy from their mother’s milk.



Early weaning- imprint feeding is 
still critical! 



Early weaning- imprint feeding is 
still critical! 



Where are they going?



Energy required
Minimum 10ME/kg DM as the total ration
•  Active growing pasture and early flowering will likely meet this 

provided they aren’t limited by feed on offer/availability.

•  Mid-flowering and later won’t be enough-need to add 
supplementation.

• Some very young early weaners will need more energy dense feed than 
this as they are so limited by intake. 





Protein required
Minimum 15% crude protein required

For very small/young animals: 17-18% may be 
required.



Feed tests ME x DM= 
energy per kg fed

10.6 x 
0.848= 9 
ME per kg fed



Ration calculator

Develop Ration: Drought and Supplementary Feed 
Calculator (nsw.gov.au)

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/nutrition/feeding-practices/drought-and-supplementary-feed-calculator/web-app1/index.html#/home
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/nutrition/feeding-practices/drought-and-supplementary-feed-calculator/web-app1/index.html#/home
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