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This decision should be influenced by protecting the soil and avoiding damage to the crown of the
desirable perennial plants.

Soil protection is achieved through observing groundcover, which is the amount of fixed and loose
material covering the soil.

Research has shown less than 70% groundcover on flat and gently sloping land will rapidly increase the
risk of wind and water erosion and reduce the amount of water that will infiltrate into the soil when rain
occurs. On sloping ground the target should be 90% groundcover.

To assess groundcover visualise a 30 cm by 30 cm area and estimate how much of the soil is cover by
plant material.

As a rough rule, 70% groundcover is around 1000 kg/ha of dry matter.

Perennial plants regrow after rain from dormant shoots found in the crown or tuft of the plant. The
location of these dormant shoots varies between species, with plants like perennial ryegrass and
cocksfoot being higher in the plant crown compared to phalaris and tall fescue shown in Figure 1.

Therefore, leaving more than 1000 kg/ha for perennial ryegrass and cocksfoot will protect the crowns
from damage.

The minimum amount of dry feed we want at the end of grazing.

Figure 1. Phalaris Dormant buds Figure 2. Ground Cover - regrowth after rain


