Feed Shortfalls over Summer

How much feed do we currently have across the farm?

Visualising feed or general measuring techniques we use during the growing season don’t apply very
well in the Summer period. One simple way is to use the ‘handful of dry material’ test.

Mark out or visualise an Within this area grab or Repeat the process until
area about 30 cm by scrape up a sample of dry most of the dry material is
30 cm (the length of your material that comfortably gone and then add up the
boots at right angles is a fits in your hand, without number of handfuls
rough guide). too much sticking out. collected.

Each handful is the equivalent of about 500 kg/ha. If you have collected 6 handfuls, then the estimated
dry matter would be 3000 kg/ha.

An alternative is to use the Australian Feedbase Monitor tool. It is free, updated monthly and provides

a satellite estimate of total standing dry matter across your farm, along with historic dry matter from
previous years.

The Australian Feedbase Monitor can be accessed through the myMLA website
https://www.mla.com.au/extension-training-and-tools/tools-calculators/australian-feedbase-monitor/
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